Christmas-time is a time when we should be in charity with all men, and when this charity should especially take the form of help to the feeble and the sick; and at this time in particular it seems appropriate that we should again urge the claims of the hospitals, and that we should enforce attention to the fact that, notwithstanding all the talk about abuse and about reform, and notwithstanding that "there may be some basis for believing that in certain matters hospitals, like everything else, are capable of some improvement, they are in the main doing an enormous amount of good?good of a sort that cannot be done by any other means, and in a way for which no substitute has been or can be discovered.
The great central fact which has to be recogniaed is that the lives of the masses?the modes of life imposed upon great numbers of our fellow-citizens by the inexorable demands of what we are pleased to call modern civilisation?are such that when they fall ill it is impossible, on the one hand, for them to provide for themselves the medical attendance that is necessary; and, on the other, for them to receive proper benefit from that attendance, even if it could be had, so long as they remain amid the surroundings in which they have been taken ill surroundings which, in far too many instances, have themselves been the real cause of the illness.
Here and there a well-to-do person may gain access to a hospital, and may cheat the subscribers; but that should not harden our hearts and close our pockets, for these cases are lost in the mass of the really poor and of the really deserving, for whom, if help is to come at all, it must come in the form of hospital treatment.
For Daring Christmas week an entertainment will be given every evening at one ward or another, subject, of course,to medical permission.
The novel feature this year, however, is the students' tea to 400 children belonging to the out-patient department.
One of the students felt the contrast between the lot of the in-patient and those of the out-patient children so keenly that he set to work, and, with great success, collected the funds for a tea not only for all the actual out-patient children, but for those children whose relatives are on the out-patient roll. The district nurses working in connection with the hospital are fully cognisant of the circumstances of these little ones, therefore the feast is spread in this case only for those who would otherwise have hid none. There will be gifts, too, on this occasion, each child being given a loaf of bread and a packet of tea. Bridge Road, S.E. The Christmas treat for the children will be given one day during Christmas week, and the plan arranged is one full of pleasure for the little ones for whom it is intended. A capital tea will he provided at four o'clock, at five the Christmas tree will yield its > uagic gifts, and at six either a Punch and Judy or a magic lantern Bhow will be exhibited, leaving time for the happily-excited but weary babies to be in bed by seven.
The next group of hospitals is to be seen at Brompton. First, of course, in size and importance is the Hospital for Consumption.
Christmas reveals the many personal friends of the patients in Brohpton Consumption Hospital. Some give the turkeys for dinner, others the fruit and crackers for dessert, and others, again, the wine. At the dinner-hour, when the medical officers and chaplain preside, the galleries present a very striking appearance.
The nurses I preside in the afternoon over tea-tables laden with cakes, and all other good things. During the past year the large total of 22,247 appliances were given away. There ia ample scope for very considerable extension of these benefits, and, therefore, the committse earnestly appeal for contributions. Sacrttiry, Mr. Riohard C. Tretidder.
